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focus we would not be where we are today. 
We are certainly better off than when we 
first took over. 

Back at Joint Base Balad the 
maintenance crews have the 
added challenge of providing 
direct support maintenance at 
three locations.  Equipment 
and personnel moves are 
mostly accomplished via air 
trans.  If equipment breaks we 

move the part to the location and repair the 
item as far forward as possible.  This de-
creases the repair time and places critical as-
sets back in the fight in a more timely manner.  
The maintenance crews have responded well 
and remained flexible to the ever-changing 
environment and additional mission require-
ments.  Without their hard work and mission 
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Meanwhile down south, our re-fuelers completed a RIP (relief in place) with the 4th CAB  
stationed out of Fort Hood, Texas at Washington Helipad.  Our next challenge lay in the heart 
of air operations….Baghdad International Airport for a RIP with the 4/3 ACR.  (See story pg 2) 

SPC Clements and SPC Rodriguez replace wheel hub seals on a LMTV 
Wrecker at JBB. 
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A LITTLE TALENT GOES A LONG WAY 
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